SENSORY GARDEN (Only at The Gardens)
Through this sensory exploration of the garden,
students investigate how the smells, shapes,
textures, and colors of plants help them survive.
Classes receive a plant to take back to school.
Grades K-3 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1.A, LS1.B, LS1.D, LS3-1, LS 4.B, LS4.C,
LS4.D, ESS3.A, ESS3.C
NATURE DETECTIVES (Only at The Gardens)
Explore the green spaces around The Gardens by
identifying plants, trees, insects and signs of
animal life around you. Students compare different
ecosystems and explore Heather Farm pond.
Secondary students examine biodiversity and
factors which affect the overall health of an
ecosystem.
Grades 3-4, 6-8 | One hour | $175
NGSS: 3-LS3-2, 4-LS1-1, MS-LS2-5

Schedule a Class Today!

The Natural Science Classroom

gardenshf.org/nsc
New classes are developed periodically.
Check our website for new lessons!

Special Programs

WET AND WILD (Only at The Gardens)
Visit the Heather Farm pond and creek to
investigate life in aquatic ecosystems and discover
how creatures adapt to their unique environments.
Secondary grades explore how humans affect the
health of our valuable aquatic ecosystems.
Grades 2-5, 6-8 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS 2.A,2.B, 2.C, 4.B, 4.C, 4.D, ESS 2.C, 3.C,
3.D
COLONIAL GARDENS (Only at The Gardens)
Travel back in time to discover how plants were
used for medicine, cosmetics, food, dyes and
fibers. Explore the Gardens to learn about the
challenges involved in cultivating these plants.
Students will problem solve and create artwork
inspired by the beauty and bounty of the Gardens.
Grades 3-5 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1.A, LS2.A, LS4.A, LS4.C, LS 4.D, ESS3.A

Our programs can be tailored to meet the
needs, interests and abilities of any group,
including home-school programs, summer
camps, day-care classes and scout troops. Let
us know if your students have special needs, or
if there is a particular emphasis you would like
during the program.

The Gardens at Heather Farm is an independent
501(c)3 nonprofit organization operating an
education center, public garden and special
event venue.

1540 Marchbanks Drive

Providing hands-on science and
environmental education for school
and youth groups since 1984.

Walnut Creek, CA 94598

(925) 947-6712 | education@gardenshf.org

gardenshf.org/nsc

SEED SECRETS (Also Offered Virtually)
Students work together to dissect lima beans and to learn
and identify each part of a seed and its function. Teams
plant alfalfa seeds to grow and chart as an in-class
extension.
Grades K-5, 6-8 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1-1, LS1.A,LS1.B, LS2.A, LS3.B, LS4.C, ESS3.A

Welcome to The Natural
Science Classroom!
The Natural Science Classroom offers a wide
variety of environmental science education
programs for students of all ages and abilities.
Each program offers an interactive presentation,
hands-on activities and teacher resource
materials. These programs are designed to
support your classroom curriculum by providing
lessons aligned to the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS). We strive to provide students
with memorable sensory and scientific practices
that will encourage young people to continue
investigating and exploring the natural world
around them.

BUG BUDDIES (Also Offered Virtually)
Peek into the amazing world of invertebrates, the
most successful life form on the planet. Students
will observe and handle live insects, a tarantula
and a millipede. They will learn about the
characteristics of insects, arachnids and
arthropods, and the role they play in ecosystems.
Grades 3-5 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1.A, LS1.D, LS2.A, LS3.A, LS3.B, LS4.B,
LS4.C, ESS3.C

DISSECTIONS (Only offered in class)
Some of the most memorable science experiences
students have are dissections. Let us do the dirty work! We
will bring all the specimens, dissection supplies, and
reference materials. All you need to do is choose between a
squid or owl pellet dissection.
Grades 4-5, 6-8 | 90 minutes | $225
NGSS: LS1.A, LS1.D, LS2.A

GEOLOGY ROCKS (Also Offered Virtually)
Explore different types of rocks and minerals, classify
them based on their observable properties and
investigate how they are used in our daily lives. Identify
and date various fossil types and learn how this record of
life is preserved over time. Secondary grade levels
will find solutions for reducing the human impact on
natural landscapes.
Grades 2-8 | One hour | $175
NGSS: 2-PS1-1, 3-LS4-1, 4-ESS1-1, 5-PS1-4, MS-ESS2-2
KEYSTONE SPECIES (Also Offered Virtually)
By learning about pacific salmon, sea otters and other
Keystone species students understand their influence on
the structure of an ecosystem. They gain an
understanding of how its presence impacts many other
members of the ecosystem, and if its population dwindles
or disappears, there can be far-reaching consequences
for the ecosystem.
Grades 3, 5 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1.C, LS2.A, LS2.B, LS2.D, LS4.C, LS4.D
THE POWER OF POLLINATION (Also Offered Virtually)
Butterflies, bees and more! Learn about the insects and
animals that move pollen from plant to plant to generate
seeds and create fruit. Find out how pollinators and
plants communicate with each other.
Grades K-4 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1-1, LS1.A,LS1.B, LS2.A, LS3.B, LS4.C, ESS3.A
NATIVE PLANTS, NATIVE PEOPLE (Also Offered Virtually
and at The Gardens)
With artifacts, games, stories, and crafts, we’ll bring the
past alive and discover how the first Californians lived.
Discover the unique ways Native Americans used native
plants to improve their everyday lives. Secondary
students focus on ways Native Americans minimized
their impact on the environment and used natural
resources.
Grades 3-4, 6-8 | One hour | $175
At the Gardens | Two Hours | $225
NGSS: 3-LS4-4, 4-ESS3-2, MS LS1-4, LS1.B, MS ESS3-3,
MS-ESS3-4, MS-PS1-3

FOOD WEBS (Only offered in class)
Living things need energy for everything they do, but the
source of that energy can vary. Using local habitats,
students will learn about producers and consumers.
Starting with the sun, the transfer of energy will be
demonstrated. With the help of plants, animals, and
decomposers, students will construct their own food webs.
Grade 5 | One hour | $175
NGSS: LS1.C, LS2.A, LS2.B, ESS3.C
DO THE ROT THING (Only offered in class)
Get ready to dig in and investigate the importance of
natural cycling around you. Get to know the wiggly
creatures that live underneath us consuming items we no
longer want and transforming them into nutrients we
need. Secondary levels develop a timeline to create school
site composting centers.
Grades K, 2-4 | One hour | $175
NGSS: K-ESS3-3, K-ESS2-2, 2-LS4-1, 3-LS4-3, 3-LS3-2, 4LS1-1
WONDERFUL WORMS (Only offered in class)
Through experiments and observation, students
investigate the hidden life of this fascinating recycler and
create a classroom worm bin.
Grades K-5 | One hour | $175
NGSS: K-ESS3-3; K-2-ETS1-1 | 3-LS4-3

